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Burn Reconstruction



Modern Burn Care

• Unprecedented survival
– Improvements in critical care
– Improvements in surgical management

• Survival alone is an insufficient outcome
• Goal of modern burn care is optimizing 

quality of life of survivors



Reconstructive Surgery

• Critical to Achieving Optimal Outcome
– Dedicated to restoration of form and function
– Amelioration of appearance

• Critical to self-esteem
• Critical to community integration

– Improvement of function
• Critical to vocational, recreational and daily activities



• Surgical Techniques?
• Non-Surgical 

Therapies?
• Tissue Substitutes?
• Face Transplantation?

Research Questions
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Panelists

• Matthias Donelan, M.D.
– Chief of Plastic Surgery, 

Shriners Hospital for 
Children
Boston, MA

• Robert Spence, M.D.
– Director, Center for Burn 

Reconstruction
Johns Hopkins Bayview
Medical Center
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